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A study of learning through agricultural work in special needs schools for people with
intellectual disabilities
Efforts to “improve classwork aimed at enabling independent, dialogic, and deep learning”
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Abstract

Work learning in lower secondary and upper secondary departments of schools for special needs education is
regarded as central to the curriculum, as it is geared toward students’ future working lives and independence.
We, the authors, have thus far approached work learning and especially learning through agricultural work from
various perspectives; promotion through the introduction of electronic blackboard teaching materials has been
studied, shedding light on its effectiveness. On the other hand, the idea of active learning has been expressed as
“Interactive, dialogic, and deep learning” in the next curriculum guidelines for special needs schools. This study
therefore considers the improvement of classwork through active agricultural work learning based on Wakui’s
six conditions. The study results showed that face-to-face exchanges and collaboration among students and the
“enhancement of conversation activities” that examined improvements led to significant differences before and
after instruction in terms of Wakui’s 6 conditions and conversation activities as well as gaining knowledge,
skills, and understanding through agricutural work. It would seem thus thacut “enhancing conversation

activities” led to a deepened active learning experience.
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